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Question: Lunatic Asylum Inquiry-Question:
Notice Paper, an Alteration-Health Bil,
third reading - Motion: Tobacconists'
Shops and Immoral Soliciting-M.tion:-
Tmmigration Restriction Evasions, and al-

lee Leprosy; Select Committee appointed
-Mtion: Public Batteries and Policy oiExtension-'Motion:- Coolgardie Goldfield,

Water Scheme, Preference to British
Tenders--Motion: Auriferous Deposits,
Testing by - Drills (count-ut)-Want of
Quorum-Adjournment.

Tiia SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
O'clock, P.m.

QIUESTION: LUNATIC ASYLUM
INQUIRY.

MR. VOSPER aked the Premier-i,
Whether it was true that the inquiry re-
cently held into the condition of the Fre-
mantle Lunatic Asylum had been con-
eluded. 2, If so, why the report on the
same, sad the evidence taken thereat, had
not been laid upon the table of the House.

Tax PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied-I, Yes. 2, The report
(No. 71), as promised, was laid on the
table of the House on 26th July, 1898. If
the evidence is moved for, it can be placed
on the table.

QUESTION: NOTICE PAPER, AN
ALTERATION,

MaL. VOSPER asked the Speaker how it
was that a disagreement appeared as be-
tween the Notice Paper delivered to xnem-
hers early in the day, and that supplied to
members when the House met. A notice
of motion by Mr. Quinlan stood as No. 7
on the Notice Paper as delivered to memn-
hers this forenoon, whiereas it now ap-
peared as No. 1.

Tax SPEAKER: It had been intimated
to him that this notice of motion given by
Mr. Quinlan was 6ne which it might be
inadvisable to debate whilst ladies were in
the gallery, and that it was desirable to
take it first in the order for the day's
business. He accordingly directed that
the notice should be placed first among
motions on the paper; but, of course, it

was competent for any hon member, if he
disagreed withL that action, to move that
the particular motion he postponed.

HEALTH BILL.
THURD RAIG

Tax ATTORNEY-GENERA.L (R. W.
Pennefather) moved that the Bill be read
a third time.

MRt. VOSPER. (North-East Coolgardie)
requested the Attorney General to post-
pone the third reading, because it wai
possible, in view of a motion coming on for
discussion this evening, that an amend-
ment might be desirable in the Health
Bill in a direction which that motion in-
dicated.

Tax ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
could be done, if necessary, while the Bill
was in the Upper House..

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

MOTION: TOBACCONISTS' SHOPS AND
IMMORAL SOLICITING.

MR. QUINLAN (Toodyay) moved:-
That, in the opinion of this Hiouse, legislation

should he introduced this session dealing with
the question of the licensing and supervision ol
tobacconists' sheopsa, in order to nrevent the es-
tablishmnent of houses of i-fame under tbe
guise of respectable establishments.
Thist motion w"as intended to prevent
the influence of temptation to young
men and young women, and it was the
duty of legislators to promote the moral
welfare of the community. The place4
he desired to see licensed were those
most frequented by men, inasmuch as
tobacco. cigars, and cigarettes; which the
ocupiers pretended to sell by exhibit-
ing, themn in windows, were much souizht
after. While protecting' those dealers
who were trading legitimately in the
commodities, referred to . com pulsory
licensing would be a source of revenue
to the country. If his motion wvere
adopted, it would he necessary for the
State to incur some expense in supervi-
sion, and revenue would be needed to-
wards that cost. Hotels were an attrac-
tion by the fact that harmaids were em.
ployed there:- and while by no means
suzrstinz that barmaids were advisable
in that business, he would not say they
were all good or all bad-indeed. so feci
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from thinking they were all bad, his
opinion was, judging from the little he
know of them, that they were good girls.
But as to attractions in hotels, it might
be argued that tobacco, cigarettes,
and things of that kind could also
be purchased at hotels; yet, on the other
hand, hotels were unquestionably public,
whereas the places in question were more
secret, and the mere exhibition of a few
articles in a. window was no guarantee of
the respectability of the occupiers. Not
only had these places an effect on the
rising generation, but even to grown-up
people who were passers-by there might
be a certain temptation. It was a glar-
ing fact that they were situated more or
less in the central parts of the city, and
if they were removed from those posi-
tions, that in itself would have a tend-
ency to good. Even boys or girls going
to or from school, being naturally inquis-
itive, were likely to ask what these places
were. He took the credit of having
introduced the subject in the Perth
Municipal Council, which passed a by-law
intended to suppress immorality; but
that by-law dealt with what might be
termed private houses used for immoral
purposes, by giving power to three rate-
payer; neighbours of the occupier of
any supposed house of ill-fame, to take
certain steps. It "'as found rather diffi-
cult to deal with the question in that
way, because rateayers objected to
lend their names to a. petition, and it
was extremely difficult to prove that cer-
tain houses were used in the manner
indicated. Still, the by-law headl .-
ready produced some zood effect, and in
one street the objectionable occupiers
had been cleared out altogether. An-
other fact was that women of the unfor-
tunate class were not like men, who
might do what they liked, for even their
own sex despised the fallen women, and
no chance of reform was given. Any-
thing in the direction which he advocated
could only produce good. He did not
blame the women entirely, because men
were the greater sinners. He had con-
sulted some of the principal tobeconiste
in the city, and they were decidedly in
favour of a. system of licensing, the fee
suggested varying from £2 to £5 per
annum. His idea was that persons who
required licenses should apply to the

licensing bench, and produce certificates
from neighbours or acquaintances who
could testify to their respectability.
Such licenses were issued in other colo-
nies, and he believed the fees were there
coilected by the Customs officer; but he
would prefer to have this done by the
licensing beach, the charge being what-
ever the House might deem advisable,
say £3 or £5. The issue of licenses
would also tend to minimise gambling.
He was not altogether opposed to a, bet
of a, few shilling;, although he rarely did
bet, and he did not suppose we coatil
make people altogether moral by Act of
Parli ament; but we could minimise. the
temptation and danger, and in his
opinion the greatest harm was done in
these places. He hoped that in css.,s
where infringement of the law took
place, the licensees would be compell2d
to forfeit their licenses. Seone meta-
bers might argue that cool-drink shops
and such places of business should also
be licensed; but the eases were. different.
He believed that if tobacconiats' shops
were, licensed, a good effect would he
produced, not o-nly in Perth, but through-
out the colony. It might also be, argued
that the Early Closing Bill would meet
the case, but such was not his opinion.
He urged the House to, agree to the mo-
tion, and hoped that if members did so,
the Government would be able to, bring
in a measure, during the present session,
because the subject was one of urgent
importance. A doctor in America. had
stated that' there were 100,000 poor
wrTetched women who were outcasts in
that country, and weore despised by their
uwn sex, being looked upon as more de-
based thant the swine that wallowed in
the mnire. Such a statemnent from a
doctor should be sufficient to touch the
bearts of members, and cause them to

Isupport IMs motion.
Ma. GIRORGE (Murray) seconded thq

motion. He was not likely to oppose
any legislation having for its object the
improvement, not only of the morals
but the health of the people; and he was
quite at one with the hoin. member in re-
gard to the growth of this evil as far as
Perth was concerned. In rnavy of the
streets it had been impossible to walk
along without being exposrd ti) the in-
sults and solicitations Of the women to

AL
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whomn the hon. member referred. Even
close to the residence of the Ft
such places existed, or had existed.

Tan ]?EIERa What necessity was
there to refer to his residence?

Ma. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-
'nan might be descended from those per-
sons who were spoken of in Scripture as
passing by on the other side. He (Mr.
George) was not one to pass by a serious
evil when it confronted him, and he would
say again that close to the Premier's
dwelling there were, or had been, shops of
the description mentioned in the motion,
carried on under the guise of selling to-
bacco or cool drinks or refreshments,
but really places used for prostitution.
This sort of thing had been carried on to
such an extent that women had actually
exhibited themselves in the window, while
their touters outside were asking people to
step in; and he had seen that sort of thing
going on not many yards from the boun-
dary of the Premier's residence.

Tits PutntiER: Why did not the bon.
nieniber refer to his own resideneel

Mli. GEORGE: Yes, the same evil had
existed near hina, and he had driven it
away. The by-lawa referred to b~y the
miover as hadving been passed, by the Perth
Council for dealing with immoral houses
was an action as commendable as any-
thing the council had ever done.

Ma. A. FORRSTs: Ratepayers would not
report cases.

MR. GEORGE: Some ratepayers were
unwilling to do soa, and even the Premier
hiieilf could not deny that he bad been
asked, in connection with one of those
cases, to join with other ratepayers in ob-
jecting to it.

Tim PREMIER said he was not the only
resident in that locality.

MR. GEORGE: There were formerly
some places of the kind at the bottom of
James street--eight cottages let for pros-
titution, and one tobaccoist's shop used

ithe same way. Some ratepayers, act-
ing with propear courage, signed a petition,
and those places were closed. There
were some such places near his own resi-
dence three or four years ago, aind he (Air.
George), acting with other ratepayersi
endeavoured to get the Commissioner of
Police or the Attorney General to take
aotion, but not succeeding in inoving
them, they then formed a vigilance conm-

mnittee for putting down the nuisance by
their own action. They took the number
of every cab which came to those immo-
rail houses' , and they took the names of
the visitors who came there; this action
having such a deterrent effect that, while
not driving away the imimoral women
directly, yet it drove them away indirectly
by preventing customers coiming there.
When so much time of the Assembly was
occupied in di scussing fads, like the
women's suffrage motion, some effort
should be made to protect the health of
the rising generation by moving in the
direction indicated by the motion. His
own opinion was that such action should
go still further, w-hereby the Government
should be held responsible for seeing that
immoral womien, notorious as such, were
kept in proper health, and that there
should be no sapping of the health of
young men, and consequent injury and
perhaps ruin of mind and body, extending
to successive generations. Not only to-
bacconists' shops, but ai greiat number Of
cool-drink shops in Perth, were neither
more nor less than disguised accommnoda-
tion houses. In such placet, it man going
in for tobacco or cigars, or ;a cool drink,
and tendering money in payment, "'as
asked whether be wanated the change or
would take it out. Members of the
House, as men of the world, knew that
this was a terrible menace in Perth, as
in other cities : and it was the duty of
legislators to tear away the gloss 'and
talk of the evil plainly. He felt a
great pity for the fallen women, whom no
religion or legislation would reclaim, for
there had always been such in centres of
civilisation, as the records of the world
showed for thousands of years, and pro-
bably there would be such till the end of
tiiue. If the law of the old Israelites were
followed out in this colony, there would
be little or none of the disease which re-
stilted from the present unregulated sexual
intercourse. Some parsons preached that
people should acquire the blessed gift of
continence ; but such a doctrine was con-
trary to human nature, as sexual inter-
course was natural and in accordance
with physical requirement. If offenders
against morality could not be made moral
1y law or by religion, Parliament should
pass such a. measure as would make it im-
possible for one to acquire disease result-
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in., from unregulated sexual intercourse.
Hie remembered the effect of the Conta-
gious Diseases Act in England, when first
introduced into garrison and naval towns.
[Attention was called, at this stage, to the
presence of strangers in the Rouse, two
ladies having entered the gallery. They
withdrew immediately, and the debate
proceeded.] The effect of introducing
that legislation in Great Britain was that,
whereas before the Act was passed the
reports of doctors, particularly those at
Netley Hospital, wats to the effect that
when any ship of the Royal Navy went to
sea, only 5 per cent, of the seamken were
thoroughly healthy ;yet after that Act
had been in operation a few months, the
reports of doctors in military and naval
towns was to the effect that the soldiers
and sailors were troubled with certain dis-
eases only to the extent of 5 per cent. The
effect was therefore remarkably beneficial
to the men during the short time that Act
wvas in operation. The late Mr-. Stansfeld
and a, few old women in hreeches from
Exeter Hall induced Parliament, by their
agitation, to repeal that Act; and the
effect of repealing it soon became visible,
in the health of soldiers and sailors parti-
cularly, for it was soon reported that the
next ship of the Royal Navy which went
to sea after the repeal of that Act
had very few men on board who wvere
thoroughly healthy. Consumption, syphi-
lis, diseases of the brain, weakness, in-
sanity, and other diseases resulting, from
abase of unbridled passions, affected not
only the health of the present and the
next generation,_ but extended to the
third and fourth generation, if not
further. It was impossible to curb such
panssions, for men would have a certain
amount of sexual intercourse ; and surely
the House would he acting wisely and
rightly if it recognised that, while it was
impossible to stop such practices, it was
a duty to mnake them innocuous, so that
they might no longer sap the life-blood
of the country, and bring about the de-
plorable results which were to be seen
in certain foreign nations. Though be
felt strongly on this point, lie sympn-
thised with the fallen women. It was
terrible to think that a great number of
them had no other resource than to earn
their livelihood by prostitution ; and, if
the Government were prepared to take

the matter up, he would like to see
places set apart, and the women licensed
in a particular part of the city or suburbs,
and not allowed anywhere else. That
would effect a g reat improvement, and
would show thatoWestern Australia could
set an example to British colonies in
other ways than by laying a big pipe to
Coolgardlie to pour out water and adul-
terate whisky. He formally seconded
the motion.

MA. VOSPER: A remark made by the
member for the Murray (.Mr. George) re-
mninded him of a 'bull" made by Daniel
O'Connor, some time Postmaster General
of New South Wades, when a similar

matter was discussed in the Parliament
of that colony; for the Minister said that
he often met boa, members in places
where he would be ashamed to be seen
himself. The parallel seemed to be
rather a good one. At the same time,
though he (Mr Vosper) commenced with
a jest, he wvas in sympathy with the ob-
ject of the motion, and still more in
sympathy with the remarks of the mein-
her for the Murray (Mr George). It
was to be feared4 however, that the mo-
tion, if passed, would not achieve the
object aimed at. Within hiis own know-
ledge, there were establishments in 'his
city conducted for the purposes Of pros-
titution, which were not called tobac-
conists' shops, hut cool-drink shops and
refreshment saloons. He had known
two cases of suburban brothels being es-
tablished, on pretence of the proprietors
being costurniers and booksellers; anid
recently in Lake-street one sucb house
had started as a second-hand book shop,
though it had since been closed. The
only effect of the motion would be to
cause such houses, now occupied osten-
sibly as tobacconists! shops, to drop that
trade and take up some other ; while, at
the same time, the tax would be a heavy
impost on legitimate tobacconists. These
were already taxed in various ways, and
there was no reason why a license fee cf
this kind should be imposed on them
merely because certain improper per-
sons had chosen to assume their profes-
sion. If the House intended to strike
at the evil by means of a license, mem-
ben should go further and provide for
the licensing of rall businesses whatso-
ever ; for the keepers of improper houses
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could, from time to time, change the
business they purported to be currying-
on. To effect the object by this means,
all businesses would have to be placed
under the control of the licensing bench.
Such a measure, however, would not have
the smallest chance of passing through
this House ; and, to deal with this class
of property at, all, it would be neces-
sary to have recourse to some such dras-
tic legislation as was recommended by
the member for the Murray (Mr. George).
The State must either altogether ignore
this vice and its consequences, or else
grapple boldly with the problem. it
was useless to approach this matter in
kid gloves, or to attempt to handle it
with a, pair of tongs. We must fully
recognise that this evil was ineradicable;
and being so, the only hope of its mitig'-
tion lay in doing something to preserve
the health of the people for the present,
and to make sure that future g-neratious
should be more healthy than those that
1preceded them. If immoral houses
could be segregated in one place, aid
brought under municipal or Government
control, he would be glad to support I tie
motion, which, although introduced with
an excellent object, he looked upon ah
being absolutely useless.

Ma. A. FORREST (Weit Kinmberley)
The last speaker took exactly the line he
(Mr. Forrest) intended to take, najn !.j
that the licensing of tobacconists' shops
would not meet the case, for there
was no reason why improper ho-ties
could not be carried on under the guise
of any other trade or business. They
might sell tea and sugar, instead of to
bacco and cigars " and the imposition ,f
a tax on tobacconists would only
harass the legitimate trader with-
out good result. Besides, it was
well known the City Council had
passed a- by-law in virtue of whi h sn
three ratepayers living in the nei~tlilur.
hood might apply to the council to Ibale
the occupants of an improper hio i... ri-.
moved. Was that Dot sufficient for apn
bodyI

MR. GEORGE: No.
MR. A. FORREST: If they were a

nuisance, it was only necessary ror thre-
ratepayers to memorialise (he City Coun
oil, and, in the ordinarv course or ut--
ness, the nuisance would be removed, as

had been done in several cases during the
-last three months.

M. GEoRGE: Many people did not care
to sign such a requisition.

AIR. A. FORREST: The council's by-
law was a simple solution of the diffi-
culty, and preferable to the machinery
now proposed. Tge- bon. member (Mr.
Quinlan) would surely find that the
motion would not do what was required;
nor would anyone with ordinary common
sense tbfbk that the evil could be alto-
g-ether eradicated. As the member for
the Murray (Mr. George) had said, we
must look at it "straight." The evil had
been with us, and would always be with
us; but it was not desirable to have it
quite so close to us as it now was. If it
were moved a little further from our own
neignbourhoods, it would not be so objec-
tionable, though the people to whom it
was sent might also raise an objection to
the newcomers. Possibly the proper
course would be for some, philanthropist
to build a terrace of houses on the out-
skirts of the town for this purpose only.

Ma. VosPUa: Sucrea Property would
pay well, at any rate.

Ma. A. FORREST: If the motion had
been in that directrhn, it might have re-
ceived the support of everyone in the
House. That was the only wvay of solv-
ing the difficulty. He would not support
the motion, as he considered it would do
no good.

MA. LEAKE (Albany): As other inem-
bers pointed out, the motion was practic-
ally an aimless one, which would not at-
tain the object the mover had in view, to
strike a blow at % particular class of
houses in the city. That such places
existed none could contradict ; that they
would continue to exist nobody could deny.
The evil must be recognised, and it only
remained for Parliament to regulate it.
Since it did exist let it be kept within
proper bounds, so that the least possible
harm might result from practices4
which all deplored. With a view of test-
ing the question, and facing it boldly and
not with half measures, he would move an
amendment, and hon, members would
then hatve the subject fairly placed
before them in fill its glaring
deformity. It was uiseless to at-
tempt to deal kindly and gin-
gerly with the question. He moved as

-A
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an amendment, that after the word
.'supervision" the words "of tobacconists'
shops in order to prevent the establish-
ment" be struck out. The motion would
then read, "That, in the opinion of this
House, legislation should be introduced
this session dealing with the question of
the licensing and supervision of houses of
ill-fame." The meaning of the problem
wvas now clear. This question had re-
cently been taken up by a section of the
Press, and many exposures had been
made. Nobody who walked about the
streets of Perth would fail to observe that
such people did not content themselves
with plying their calling privately and
quietly, but flouted their immorality in
the faces of respectable citizens of both
sexes. Not long ago when driving in Hay-
street with ladies, he saw two or three
of these peculiar persons standing on the
pavement, and it was quite clear who
they were and what they were attempt-
ing to do.

MR. Gesoo: They did not always con-
fine themselves to standing on the pave-
ment.

MR. LEAKE, As one bon. membher
(Mr. Vosper) pointed out, if the so-called
tobacconists' shops were shut up. which
might be done by imposing a heavy
license, other establishments would be
opened, such as; cool-drink shops, or other
places which professedly vended some com-
mercial commodity; and, therefore, the
mere licensing of a particular class of mer-
chant would not prevent immoral women
from carrying on their calling under the
cloak of a respectable trade. Anyone who
had studied the question, or discussed it
with a medical man, must be convinced
that there was a necessity for controlling
vice of all kinds. Any medical man '
Perth would admit that not only was di-
sense rife, but that there should be some
form of supervision, some check placed
upon the spread of this peculiar contagi-
ous disease. His amendment, if carried.
would necessitate an inquiry by the pre-
sent Administration as to the beat means
of licensing and supervising these pilaces,
and of keeping them within proper bounds
and reasonable control. How it was to be
done, he ias not prepared at the moment
to say; but the motion would he suf-
ficiently wide and general, and yet at the
same time specific and emphatic enough

to indicate the feeling of the colony and
the House. One naturally approached
the subject with diffidence. It stirred up
a good deal of sentiment, both false and
otherwise ; but if we had to speak in

Ipublic, let us be fearless and recognise
what was before us. Let us say we were
prepared to take steps that would check
the evil-evil in one sense, and necessity,
perhaps, in another. He did not move
the amendment with the idea of upsetting
the motion, but in order to come face to
face, once for all, with. this difficulty, and
with the idea of having from members
an emphatic and distinct statement of
their own individual views.

MR. KENNY seconded the amendment.
TRE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 3.

Forrest): The question was one upon
which he had not intended to speak ; lint
he now considered it really necessary to
do so, because it was too late in the ses.
sion to commence dealing with a~n im-
portant, question of this kind. It wa,
very easy to pass motions, and even to
make amendments. His hon. friend op-
posite (Mr. Leake) told us he did not know
how to manage it; yet~ there was a, wish
that the Government should be asked to
bring in a Bill to deal with this important
subject. It was of no use to burden the
motion with matter that really did not
concern tfe question. He did not Kee
why, because there were eases in which
tobacconists' shops might not be con-
ducted in the way some mnight desire, it
should be necessary to license them all,
because we desired to prevent the estab-
lishment of houses of ill-fame under the
guise of respectable establishments. If

Iwe wanted to license tobacconist8? shops.
we should do it; and if we wanted to re-

I press houses of ill-fame, we should do so.
But it was of no use to mix the two things
together. He did not see the member
for East Perth (Mr. James) present to dis-
cuss the question. We heard a great deal
about these women, and the way they con-
ducted their houses; but there must be
two parties to this business. It was not
the women only, but the men, and he
thought that if we had women sitting in
this House, we should hear something
from them in regard to those who fre-
quented these places.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: They would not al-
low the C.. Act to be adopted.
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THE PREMIER: If anyone would bring
in a proposal thiat the men who frequen-
ted these houses should be sent to prison,
or birched, or otherwise punished, we
might get more credit for that iuiaaliness
of which the member for the Murray
spoke, than we should obtain by a-t-
tacking these women.

Mn. GEORGEu: There was no desire on his
part to attaok them.

Thu PREMIER: The idea seemed to be
that they should be huntbea from pillar to
post, and that nothing should he done to
those who were the aiders and ahettors.

MR. Cnoaou: That could not be effected.
THE PREMIER: Yes it could. If it

were made a serious offence for the mani,
there would not be so much of this thing
going on as at the present time. He
(the Premier) did not wish, like the ien:-
bar for the Murray, to preach morality;
he had no desire, to be considered a
"whited sepulchre;" but at the same time
he was of opinion that this crusade
against immoral women was all one-sided.
He considered that the men were really
more to bla-me, and that they deserved
mnore punishment than the women; and
when we legislated in this direction, if he
had anything to do with it, it would hie
in the direction of punishing men as well
as women.

A Mzasuia: It would never be passed.
THE PREMIER: It might. He did not

say this because he pretended to be, like
the member for the Murray, better than
his fellows.

MR. GuononB: There was no claim on
hie part to be better than his fellows.

Diu PREMIER: The ideas to which
lie had given utterance were expressed be-
cause he thought them just and right
The best thing the member for Toodysy
could be asked to do was to withdraw his
motion, and let us consider it at the be-
ginning of a session. It was impossible
to deal with the subject now.

MR. WILSON: The amendment would
iheet with his support. The, Premier had
not grasped the position, for it was not
proposed in this amendment to enat
jpenal legrislation, but protective legis-
lation. It was not proposed to
punish these poor women, but to pro-
tect them as well as the men. All men
who had knowledge of life would agree
that when this traffic had ceased, we

would have reached the millennium. Al-
though it was an evil which we all re-
gretted to see in our midst, at any rate
to such a large extent, yet it was what one
might term a natural evil, and we could
not possibly exterminate it; therefore he
was with the leader of the Opposition in
his desire that we should control it to the
jest of our ability, and by licensing
these houses, protect not only the in-
mates, but the youth of the colony. He
could not conceive any more heart-
rending spectacle, than that of a young
fellow, in. the flower of manhood, con-
tracting this filthy disease, and probably
ruinin not only his own life, hut the
lives of those who followed him. The
question had been dealt with in other
parts of the world, notably in France and
other colonies. There was, he believed,
legislation of this. description in Queens-
land.

Ma. MORAN: Was it in force now?
Ma. WILSON: It was when he left,

seven years ago. They had not only
houses licensed, hut compulsory examina-
tion; and this Legislature would be doing
a great good to the community if we fol-
lowed in the footsteps of other colonies,
by licensing these houses and putting
them under control and proper examina-
tion. Dealing with tohacconists' shops
would not ha[ve the desired ef-
fect. The only thing would be
to have these houses in a cer-
tain district, and let them be properly
controlled under the eye or the law, and
under proper examination, so that the
diseases these wonien suffered from
would not he ontracted to the large
extent they were at present.

MR. MORAN (East Coolgardie): The
introducer of the motion had his sym-
pathy, as also had the mover of the
akmezidment. We knew that in the last
two or three years Perth had made a
name in this difiedtion, and had kept wvell
up to the record according to what he
heard. This evil existed to a great ex-
tent in the large. goldfields towyns. it
was a necessary evil, as had been said;
and if there were any extenuating circuni-
stances of a, physical nature, they were to
be found in goldfield towns, where there
were a large number of mnale adults who
were away from home and country.
From what could be gathered from medi-
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cal men and others, a considerable amount
of dangetous disease was disseminated
throughout the population on the gold-
fields. The Contagious Diseases Act was
in force at Brisbane when hie (Mr. Moran)
was a young fellow there at school, and
it was associated with a great deal of pub-
lie scandal, on account of the way in which
the Act was administered. These unfor-
tunatep females were trooped in through
the main street to a large building every
Saturday morning for examination by the
tick inspector, being put through a
".crush," or something of that sort, and
then they obtained their scrip. This
scrip was placed on the market at various.
rates. Before legislation of the kind pro-
posed was adopted, the Premier ought to
ascertain whdit the proper methods were.
The system adopted in Brisbane was not
a success. It was not always. possible by
Act of Parliament to wipe out a vice of
this kind; but some stringent measure
could be taken to guard the people's.
health, and to see if the evil could not be
minimised in some way. We oughrt not
to ask the Oovernment to introduce legis-
lation of the sort this session. The ques-
tion was one that ought to be approached
carefully, expert and medical evidence
being collected, and he hoped that a Bill
would be introduced next session. We
knew that every bad woman in the world
did not keep a bad house, and
there were possibly just as many
amateurs as professionals - the ama-
teurs very often being as dan-
gerous as the professionals in spread-
ing disease. lie did not know whether
tfie C. D. Act was in force now in Queens-
land, but he knew Chat when it was in
force it was very clumsily dealt with. If
the evil of unregulated passions must be
dealt with as a State necessity, let it be
done deliberate'y by bringing in a Bill
next session, when there would be more
time to consider it rully. The subject
should be dealt with, if at all, without any
false sentiment, and legislators should re-
cognise that it was a part of the duty of
tho State to preserve the virility of man-
bond and of womanhood.

Ma. KTNGSMILL (Pilharra) said he
would suoport the amendment mainly
becquse the principle involved demanded
the careful consideration of the House.
This subject, however objectionable, must

Ibe dealt with sooner or later by every
civilised country; and, although the
natural conservatism of British people
had prevented them from leading the
way in solving this great question, still
action would have to be taken, in view

Iof the beneficial results which were well
known to have resulted from the regu a-
tion of this vice by the State in Contia-
ental countries. Undoubtedly the eatwb-
lishment of immoral houses licensed 4y
the State would appear to be paiid:-ing
to vice; but seeing that every country
had to make regulations for the sale of
intoxicating liquor, no legislator could
say that the sae of drink was less a
necessity than that which was dealt
wvith in this motion. Jf the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake) would strike out the
words "this session," his amendment
might perhaps, have the approval of the
Government,

MR. WALLACE (Yalgoo): A question
had been put by him to the Premier, soon
after he first entered this Assembly, re-
lating to this subject; -and, in conse-
quence of the evasive answer given by
the Premier, he (Mr. Wallace) had not
followed up the subject, ats he had in-
tended to do. Since then he had been
endeavouring to obtain information from
Queensland, where the C.D. Act had
been in force since 1868. The motion
before the House was perhaps worded too
delicately to show the real importance
of the subject, which he regarded as one
of such importance and urgency that he
honed it would not he deferred until
next cession, as some members suggested,
but that the Premier would see the
necessity of bringing in a Bill during the
present session.

Tym PnMRn: The hon. member might
bring in a 'Bill.

Mar. W-ALLACE: The rizht hon. gen--
tleman had gitven him such small encou-
ragement, when he put a question on the
subject, that ho had refrained from pur-
suing it. The evil was one which could
not be exterminated, and must exist,
though it could he reg-ulated ; therefore
legislation should be introduced for keep-
ingy the evil under control.

MR. fsoaos: With propei ins-nection.
Mn. WALLACE: Under the guise of

tobacconists' shops, this evil was carried
on in every portion of Perth; but if a
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license were enforced in the way pro-
posed in the motion, it would handicap
those tobacconisa who carried on a legi-
timate business, and would not reach all
those persons whom it was desirable to
reach for suppressing the present evil.
The Queensland C.D. Act was a short
measure, and having been in operation
20 years, such a measure could probably
be passed in this House during the pre-
sent session. The motion might add
the words, "locating immoral women in
a certain portion of thes city rr
suburbs," so that one result of compel-
ling them to live within a certain neigh-
bourhood would be to reduce the evil,
because there would be so much compes-
tition in that particular vice that many
of the immoral houses would be sup-
pressed3. Thos who carried on these
places could now do it under the guise
of keeping a tobacconist's shop, even in
the heart of the city, or they could carry.
on immorality in a suburb. The effect
of legislation like that of Queensland
would be to gradually reduce the evil,
and by having a fortnightly inspection
of the persons and places licensed, and
the necessity of a medical certificate
being obtained in each ease, then if such
certificate was not produced when de-
manded by the inspecting officers, the
women could be imprisoned, atnd, if found
diseased, they could he confined in a
hospital until certified as cured. As to
the Queensland Act, he would like too see
one or twvo of its provisions amended,
because it tended to increase the num-
ber of immoral woen; for if a. woman
was suspected of living improperly, an
information might be laid against her,
and inquiry made, and if the charge were
proved she could be compelled to, take
out a license, and retire to a certain por-
tion of thb city.

MR. ILLINowoaTH: And compelled to
keep to the business, too.

MR. WALLACE: No. There were op-
portunities of getting out of it whenever
a woman liked to. do so, and he had known
or heard of many such cases. Hre honed
the amendment would not be carried, but
that the member for Albany would rather
assist than obstruct, because legislation in
this direction was desirable and urgent.
He also hoped that the member for Cen-
tral IMurchison (Mr. llhingworth) would

not oppose, the motion, without. carefully
sidering the whole subject.

Ma.t ILLINOWORTH (Central Murchi-
son): The hon. member who had just re-
ferred to him should know that it was un-
necessary for him (Mr. Itlingworth) to
consider a, quest-ion he had been studying
for 40 years. He believed he was correct
in saying that the Contagious Diseases
Act was not in force in any English
speaking community, with the exceptioE
of Queensland.

Ma. WILSON:- Was it not in New Soutt
Wales?

Ma. ILLINGWORTH said he believed
not, nor was it in force in America. Wt
was not sure he was correct, but thought
so.

ThE Ar-roazjur GEONERAL: There wak
soine such Act in New Zealand.

MR. ILLINO-WOiCH: That might be
Mm. Kizrosuna: Singapore.
Ma. MokRAN: India.
MR. GEORGE: What about, Egypil
Ma. ILLINGWORTH: Thatkwasnot ai

English-speaking community. He hat6
been to Egypt, and knew that it was mon
French than English. When it was po

posed ait the end of a session to cal
upon the Government to bring in whs~i
was virtually a. Contagious Disensci
Act, it behoved hon. mtemberLs ti
carefully consider what they w~ere abou'
to do. His opinion or the general ques
tion would be a lengthy one; and, if lo~
gave it, he would require to bring facti
before the House he was not at thi
moment prepared to adduce. Hle woub(
content himself by saying that, when wi
started to legalise a vice and to make thi
sin easy by taking away some of th,
natural barriers to wrong-doing, we mius
carefully consider howi- far we were goiN~
in the right direction. The motion wa
intended to restrict an open vice in th
city, a glaring evil to be seen in almaos
every street. Coming from church on
Sunday night, he saw on the, opposite aid
of the street eleven youths--not one a
them over 16 years of age, and some a
them below 12-standing outside one o
these so-called tobacconist shops, who
were lured into the house by the inmate-

*This was in one of our principal streetr
A good deal was said about protectin1

*our girls; it was also necessary to prc
tetour boys. Men who sought for thi
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sort of thing would find it. The demand
would always create, the supply. He was
not know speaking as a moralist, for there
were other occasions on which that side of
the question could be more fittingly dealt
with;: but in no city in Australia could we
see this evil flaunted as it was flaunted in
tlhc city of Perth. In no other city would
it be permitted. He had heen informed
that the Coolgardie town council had suc-
ceeded, by means of a by-law, in stopping
the open flaunting of this business. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
might be able to confirm the statement
that it was possible, by the powers con-
ferred on town councils by the Municinan-
tics Act, to make by-laws which wvould
reach the property owners, so that no per-
son could' openly occupy a house of ill-
fame unless he happened to be the actual
owner of the property. The real ques-
tion was how to stop the flagrant adver-
tising of this business. He was not
speaking of the vice itself, or how to con-
trol it. Parliament was certainly in a
position to regulate it, and to say it
should not be allowed in such and such
streets. Similar regulations were made
for the control of the vehicular traffic and
wine and spirit sellers. The tatter, before
being licensed, had to produce evidence
as to character. It was not enough to say
that, if by licensing tobacconists we took
away the existing excuse, another would
be found. Possibly wome other cloak
might be adopted by such people, but Par-
liament might find a remedy for that as
welt. It might be taken as &~fact that about
four-fifths of the so-called tobacconists'
shops of Perth were houses of ill-fame.
If that were so, the legitimate tobacconist
would hail with delight any reasonable
license which would enable him to con-
duct his business nrofltably. Legislation
of this sort ran upon the same lines as
that governing the sale of intoxicating
liquors. The legitimate trader, as wvell
as the State, was injured by the sty-grog
seller, as was the legitimate vendor of to-
bacco by clandestine tobacco-selling car-
ried on in immoral houses. Moreover, the
liquor of the sly-grog seller and the to-
bacco and cigars sold in these particular
houses were not of the best quality ;con-
sequently no respectable tobacconist
would object to the license. Surely no

hon. member desired to see the flagrant
advertising of this particular vice.

MR. GEORGE: Some were blind.
Ma. ILLsINGWORTH: Rather they

did not want to see. All must agree
that we must-take some steps, if we
could not put down the evil, to put
down the advertising. If we looked only
at the question of disease, there was a
great deal to be said on the lines of the
amendment; but there were other con-
siderations more important than those
of health. These be would deal with
at another time. We ought to do
something to drive this evil back out of
sight for the sake of the rising genera-
tion. It would be possible in a single
clause, or in two or three clauses, to
make it imperative that tobacconists
should be licensed. That the license
would be a source of revenue wassa small
matter ; but it would give power to the
licensing bench to refuse to license
houses now occupied for improper pur-
poses. It would stop them for a time.
Then, next session, the whole question
could be dealt with exhaustively. He
agreed with the Premier it would be im-
possible to deal with the matter this
session if it were intended to prorogue
Parliament at the date proposed. See-
ing that the Mining Bill had been sacri-
feced for want of time to pass it, it would
be too much to ask the House to take
up a Contagious Diseases Bill, which, he
assured hon. members, would require
much longer consideration than any
Mining Bill, and could notbedonein two
or three clauses. The particular places
used for advertising the evil could be
closed by insisting9 on licenses. Be
hoped the Hfouse would follow the mem-
ber for Toodyay in this matter. The
motion was not for a, Bill to deal with
the whole question, but simply with the
open advertising of the evil which ex-
isted around us; and even if we admitted,
which he was not prepared to do, that
these houses were an absolute necessity,
and that this thing must be continued,
surely it should be in quiet places, where
Iit would not be a public temptation and
annoyance to every person who passed
by.

MR. MORGANS (Coolgardie): As the
hon. member had said, the municipality
of Coolgardie suocessfufly dealt with this
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matter, and he believed they undertook
the work owing to some observations made
by him (Mr. 'Morgans) during the visit of
Bishop Gibney to Coolgardie, in refer-
ence to some objectionable houses whion
existed in certain portions of that city.
The proper people to get at were the
owners of the houses, and he believed
these were the steps adopted by the
municipality of Coolgardie. It would b"
quite useless to license the tobacco busi-
nesses, because the parties would simply
open a house as a cool-drink shop, or for
the sale of vegetables or anything else.
If it came to a, question of the value of
the license, these people could compete
against any tobacconists in the world.
Such a plan as that proposed would be
quite impracticable. Something might
be done next session in the way Of get-
ting at the men who owned the property,
or the leaseholders; hut it would be quite
impossible to do this nowi -He intend-
ed to support the amendment of the
member for Albany (Mr. Leake), pro-
vided the boa member could see his way
to remove the obligation that the Gov-
ernment should bring in a Bill this
session. The Gold Mines Bill was aban-
doned because we had not time to go on
with it, and it was too much to expect
the Government to bring in a, measure
of this kind, after retiring such an im-
portant measure as that. As to the
C.D. Acts, the member for Pilbarra (Mr.
Kingemill) pointed out that they were in
force in Singapore, an English-speaking
community. We knew the Anglo-Saxon
race had, from time immemorial, been
very conservative in measures of this
kind, and unfortunately that feeling had
caused a deal of disaster, He was a
firm believer in the necessity of the C.D.
Acts. If it was necessary to control a
man when he stole something, or Lot
drunk, or did anything that wa~s wrong.
it was certainly necegmsry to control a
disease which had a tendency, to under-
mine the manhood of the race. The
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingworth) Maid he bad studied this
question for 40 year! : and that being
so. we Inight exnet him to, sunpr-t A
measure of the kind, for he (Mr. Mtorgansf)
was sure the bon. member must have
been led to the conclusion that it was
the only thing to be done. He hoped

the Government would not take any step
to place impediments in the way of to-
bacconists or anybody else, by imposing
the necessity of taking out licenses.

ThE SPEAKER: No amendment could
be made in the earlier part of the motion,
unless the member for Albany withdrew
his amendment in the meantime. He
did not know whether any member would
move that the words "this session" be
struck out.

ME. LEAXE: If that was so, he would
withdraw his amendment for tbe moment,
in Order that the words referred to might
be struck out.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
MR. QUINLAN said that he was going

to withdraw the motion.
MR. GEORGE: As seconder of the

motion, he would not consent to that.
MR. QUIlNLAN: A suggestion had

been made that a Committee be ap-
pointed, and that would have been the
beat course to adopt; but it had not
been supported. He asked leave to
withdraw the motion, as the matter was
so important, and the Government would
not have time to deal with it during this
session.

MR. GEORGE: The Government ought
to make time.

MR. QUINLAN: When notice of this
motion was given by him, he had no idea
that the proceedings relative to the Gold
Mines Bill would take such a course as
they had done; but in any case the Gov-
ernment would have been prevented from
dealing with this subject; and seeing
that there were other matters to be dealt
with, and this was so important, it would
meet the views of members if he with-
drew his motion. With regard to the
C.D. Act, he could not vote for its adop-
tion here under any circumstances, and
he hoped it would never become law in
this colony. That measure was a de-
testable one, and it -was contrary to all
decerov for human beings to be treated
as mire chatttels. If peomle married,

Ithere would be no fear of disease.
MR. GEORGEs Peonle married after

they contracted disease.
ME. QUTN FvAN: There had been an

intention on hig part to give a reason.
in reply for advocating the issue of
licen-eR in the case of tohacconists' shops:
but it was so late that, with the pet-mig-
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sion of the House, he would withdraw his
motion.

Mn. GEORGE.: ould the hon. men'-
ber withdraw the motion without the
consent of the seconder?

Tug SPEAKER: If the House agreed
to it.

Question-that the motion be with-
drawn-put. Several members dis-
sented from the withdrawal ; therefore, the
permission of the House was not granted.

Ma. KENNY moved, as an amend-
ijient, that the word "this" be struck out,
and "next" inserted in lieu thereof.

Ma1. VOSPEII seconded the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. LEAKE moved, as further amend-

ments, that the words "tobacconists'
shops, in order to prevent the estab-
lishment of," and the words "under the
guise of respectable establishments," he
struck out.

Further amendments put and passed.
Motion as amended agreed to.

At 6.30 p.m. the SPEAKER left the
chair.

At 7.30 p n. the SPEAKER resumed the
chair.

MOTION: IMIGRATION RESTRICTION
EVASIONS, AND LEPROSY.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie)
moved-

Tbab a Select Committee of this House be ap-
poite to inquire into the working of the Inca.
grto Restriction Act, and to take evidence
of the alleged existence of leprosy in the
colony.
He said his desire was to approach the sub-
ject without feeling, passion, or preju-
dice, in order to have an impartial in-
vestigation into the working of the Im-
migration Restriction Act, and as to
whether there were cases of the dreadful
disease known as leprosy in this colony.
Having received a letter early, in Sep-
tember alleging certain evasions of the
Immigration Restriction Act, he had de-
layed publication of that fetter in hih
newspaper, to make further inquiry, as
the letter contained serious imputations
against the Government and against a
certain steamship company trading on
the coast. In pursuing inquiry, he put a

certain question in this House to the Pre-
mier on the 8th of September as to
evaaions of the Act, and received a reply
to the effect that only two eases had been
brought under the notice of the Govern-
ment, one being that of a Chinese im-
migrant from Singapore, who was sent
back; and the other being the ease of
t"'o Malays imported for service, who were
allowed to land at Cossack, as advised by
the Crown lawv officer; also that the Gov-
vernment intended to carry out the law.
That answer appeared to be final and satis-
factory, so Li as he was concerned; but
soon after that he met a solicitor prae
tising in Perth, who told him of a case ho
had in hand on behalf of a person in Perth,
who was &epared to prove that there had
been no less than five cases of evasion of
the Act in connection with a ship which
recently landed alien immigrants in this
colony. Subsequently he reeived another
communication from a person who, al-
though not prepared to divulge his name,
would be ready to give evidence before a
Select Committee. This person said the
Premier's answer in the House was
evasive; that he hda seen the passports
of five Chinese who arrived by the steamer
Sultan on her last trip, and had pointed
out to the Colonial Secretary that two of
them were prohibited persons, and that
one came in under the passport of a man
who had not left Perth. The writer of this
letter was a clerk to a firm of solicitors,
and the letter appeared to be written with
the firm's knowledge.

TtRs Pngmsa : The man wanted to make
money out of it.

Mn. VOSPER: Exactly; but as thib
person was not a West Australian, and
not exactly of our race, his lack of patrio-
tism would not be wondered at. The
House should dissociate the motives of
the persons who gave such information,
from the facts they furnished. The ques-
tian was, were the allegations true or falseI
This person said that within the last three
months some 18 Chinese had so arrived,
and that he had particulars concerning
some 40 more en route, who had applied
for passports, and that he knew under

Iwhat names they were coming. He (Mr.
Vosper) was not contented with that bald
statement, but determined to investigate
the matter, and consulted Mr. Gilbert
Probyn Smith, an Oriental interpreter in
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Perth. Mr. Smith would be recollected
as having given valuable evidence in con-
nection with a notorious case in Victoria,
some years agol, where certain justices of
the peace were accused of bribery and
corruption, and Air. Smith took a leading
part in the conviction of those justices.
Mr. Smith, whom he (Mir. Vosper) had
known as a journalist in Coolgardie, of-
fered to write an article on the subject of
alien immigration, for publication, and
he (Mr. Vesper) accepted the offer on the
understanding that there must be no
anonymity, that the name of the writer
must be signed to the article, and that a
sworn declaration be made before a jus-
tice of the peace that the statements
therein were true in. substance and in fact.
Mr. Smith wrote the article, which con-
tained some interesting statements, and
he also made a sworn declaration. The
article stated that the Act had been
flagrantly violated, and made a source of
income to certain Asiatic firms in
respect of its provisions for an educa-
tional test of immigrants and for pass-
ports, These passports, Mr. Smith said,
were to he given to "desirable men,"'

Tax Pnzxms: The Act did not say so.
If a man were undesirable, it would be
well to get rid of him.

Mit. VOSPETI: The writer probably
knew that the Government recently had
taken good care that such certificates were
granted only to men of good character,
and therefore took it for granted that
such a course was contemplated by the
Act.

Tnx FanuiEn said be did not think that
was so.

MR. VOSPER: Mr. Smith pointed out
that the Act provided that the passport
was to be signed by the Colonial Secre-'
tary or by any of the inspectors appointed
to carry out the Act. This, said the
article, opened the door to fraud and cor-
ruption. The Act came into, force in the
beginning of January of this year. Imme-
diately it did so, by some extraordinary
means several Chinese firms became pos-
aessed of a number of passports in blank
signed 11E. H. Wittenoom, Colonial Secre-
tarv."

the PEmiER said he did not believe the
statement.

3Ma. VOSPER: According to Mr. Smith,
these forms were issued with the names

of the persons, etc., left blank jand such
documents were worth, in India, abott
500 rupees, or in Singapore or Bong Kong
from 500 to 700 dollars. He (Mr. Vosper)
would not say whether or not he believad
that statement; nor would he ask ainy
bon. member to believe it. Ile only asked
that there should be an inquiry. Thist
allegation by Mr. Smith not only affected
the administration of the law and the wel-
fare of the colony, but involved to a cer-
tain extent the honour of Mr. Wittenoom.
Supposing, for the sake of argument, that
thi's had taken miace, it must have been
obvious to Mr. Wittennoin that the Act
did not contemplate the granting of signed
passports in blank. Therefore, in Mr.
Wittenoom's interest, there should be an
inquiry. "At the present moment," said
Re. Smith, "the sumis mnentioned are the
'quote value' for p~assports to this colony.
When Mr. Wittenocin and Mr. Oct. Burt
left for England, and when 1%ir. Randell
and Air. G. F. Eliot were secretary and
under-secretary respectively, the Govern-
ment became awatre of what had tran-
spired."

Tax Panum: That was not correct
either; for he had instituted a new re-
gime whben he returned from the eastern
colonies.

MR. VOSPER: Things were different
before the right hion. gentleman's return.

'fu PRmMIER: The other authorities
did not read the, Act in the same way as
he read it.

Ma. VOSPER: The article also, stated
that some inspectors had been issuing
certificates very freely, and that in conse-
quence it was ordered that thiey should
be issued by the Colonial Secretary only.
Another order in the regulation was that
applicants were to produce two un-
mounted photographs of themselves.
This, however, according to the article,
opened a new door for fraud. "Every
man who had a. 'Wittenoom passport'
again. applied for a photograph-ic certifi-
cate, and got it."

HO1N. S. Burr: That never happened.
THE PRtEMIBR: Did the hon. member

want an inquiry about every cock-and-bull
story?

MR. VOSPER: It was ridiculous to call
it a, cock-and-bull story. He would insist
on an inquiry into, such statements, which
were made and sworn to by a responsible
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person. A man would not place himself
in jeopardy for the sake of becoming liable
to punishment.

Turn PanER:it It was not true about
blank passports being signed.

Ma. VOS.PER: While not vouching for
the allegations, he maintained that they
called for inquiry. The article further
stated that the police magistrates,
having been empowered to grant the se
certificates, several influential. Mongolina
merchants recommended their "cousins"
and "brothers,1 who, in many instances,
already held two passports. Thus a per-
son who had received a passport could
neglect to go away, and was ait lioserty to
send it out of the country to anyone else.
The defect of the Act seemed to lie in
this: that a person could apply for a
passport and neglect to go away, the re-
sult being that he remained in the colony
and was at liberty to send his passport
to anyone else. It appeared that there
wvere two or three officers granting pass-
ports; first tbc Acting Premier granted
one-whether in blank or not we could
not be certain; secondly, the Colonial Sec-
retary granted a, photographic passport,
and thirdly a passport was granted by the
police nlagistste. The three officers
appeared to have been acting, without
coguisance of each other's action, and the
result was that one man could havo ob-
tained three passports purporting to be
the passports of one individual, who
might have been acting under various
aliases. He would remind the mnembe-
for the Aahburton (Hon, S9. Burt) that
when discussing this question last sessi-on
he(Mr. Vesper) had told the hon. member
that Chinamen were as much alike as two
peas, and that, as it was impossible to
identify two live Chinamnen, it would be
equally impossible to identify their photo-
graphs. Mr. Smith gave an instance,
where "Ah Sin" bought a "Wittenoom
passport" from "Ahi He ;" then he got a
photographic nassport from the Colonial
Secretary, and another from the police
magistrate. He could sell the first in
Singapore for 700 dollars, and would have
no difficulty in disposing of another, so
that three "Abi Sin's" would return to the
colony instead of one.

Tax PmmnR: The man could not have
three passports. None could be obtained

at present except from the Colonial Secre-
tary.

Ma. VOSPER;- This was the system
that had been carried on up to a, recent
dote. Before that date, the acting Pre.
mnier, the Colonial Secretary, and a police
magistrate had authority to grant pass-
ports, and therefore might easily have
granted a series of passports to the same
mnan. Photographs were entirely unre-
liable, especially in the case of Chinese.
The French police had two systems of
identifying criminals, and there was noth-
ing that could equal them. One was a
system whereby the various bones of the

Ibody were measured ; the other being the
Iprocuring of the impression of a thumb.
If one got the impression of a, man's
thumb, he could wager anything he liked

ithat no other individual possessed pre-
oisely the same mark. A man could be
absolutely identified by this means, where-
as a photograph would be simply a de-'
lusion and a snare. Now came an admis-

1 mon which. the right hon. gentleman
should lay to, heart and be pleased with.
Mr. Gilbert Smith said these passports
had, in most instances, been latterly sub-

Ijected to the closest inquiry. He went on
to say that Mr. Faiz Mahomet, who was
well known in this colony, left for India. a
little while ago, and intended to visit the
Ameer. In order to travel through the
Am ear's dominions anad through India in
a. state becoming a royal prince, he tooki
w ith him a. large number of Afghans ; and,
according to the report of Mr. Gilbert
Smith, he obtained passes for himself and
suite without any of the trouble which. had
to be undergone by ordinary Afghans or
Chinese. There was a sworn statement
that he went to Mr, Gilbert Smith, and
having been told that it would take a
long time to go through the usual course,
he said he could dispense with that and
would go to Mr. Randell and get pass-
port& Mr. Smith said, in conclusion, that
information had reached him that the
Wittennom passport had been forged.
Asia tics were remarkably clever at for-
gery. He (Mr. Vesper) would like to say
a word or two on the question of forgery
in India, and China, and more especially
China. An educated Chinese was, from
the very fact of his being educated, an
expert forger. There were between
25,000 and 30,000 distinct- ideograms in
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Chinese langu~ge. If one mae an ordi-
nary Chinese sign with a paint brush in
a certain form, it would represent a par.
ticular idea, but if the smallest deflection
from the shape of that letter took place, it
might mean something entirely different.
If a Chinamain were taught to write
English, he would write not only the let-
ters, but the exact form in which they
were shaped, simply because that system
of copying had been drilled into him front
his earliest youth; so he was necessarily
an expert forger. There were doubtless
Chinese who were above forgery, and a
good many beneath it. A passport could
be photographed, and then reproduced on
a zinc plate, and it was the easiest thing
to produce the precise perforation needed.
If once a passport got into the hands of
a Chinese forger, the reproduction of the
signature would be nothing to him.

Tic PREMIER: It had to be compared
with the one left behind. If a man came
back, the police compared the document
with the one left behind, and the trans-
action would then be at an end. if
another person brought a similar. one,
there would be no copy here.

MR. VOSPER: If we were perfectly
certain that no document could go awvay
unless a man went, with it, we should be
safe enough; but we had no such guaran-
tee at present, and it was alleged that
forged documents were being sold in the
various Chinese towns. Ifit were true, as
the Premier had admitted. that prior to
his return from Melbourne the Act was
not so well administered as at. the present
time, and paaspokts were granted without
the same inquiry or close care as was now
exercised, it was possible that a number
of passports were issued, of which no re-
cord existed.

THE PinwnR: Very few.
MRt. VOSPER: His argument could not

apply to the passports more recently is-
sued, but it did apply probably to the time
when the Act was being administered
carelessly.

THE PRaMIER: Altogether there had not
been many issued.

MR. VOSPER: But if only one had been
issued, and the record had not been kept
in the colony, it opened the door to the
forgery of hundreds of passports. Sup-

posing only a dozen had gone across to
China, thousands could be reproduced

from them, and the only thing to do in
a cage-of that sort would be to render all
those passports absolutely null and void.
It might be that Mr. Wittenoom, was not
responsible for the carelessness to which
he had referred, and he did not blame any
individual, but was merely asking that
there should be an inquiry to find out
where the responsibility lay, and then the
Select Committee would report. He now
bad to deal with the very important ques-
tion of leprosy. He did not think anyone
could afford to contemplate with any de-
gree of equanimity the idea of leprosy ob-
taining a foothold on tifese shores. There
was nothing more horrible than the spread
of leprosy among a white population.
We knewv tha~t in the middle ages it was
introduced from the East, and taken to
the British Isles and through the civilised
portions of the world. For some hundreds
of years, measures had been taken to
exterminate it, but even now it had not
been stamped out, for it existed in Turkey,
Russia, Finland, and Norway. All
other colonies had taken precautions to
keep this disease out. They made laz-
arettos and deported a large number of
lepers, yet we knew that in Queensland
last year leprosy continued to spread.
Once it had obtained a firm foothold, it
might be a long time before it was eradi-
cated. There was no disease more dif-
ficult to detect in the first instance, and
no disease more difficult to eradicate. A
man might have the germs of leprosy de-
veloping in his system for a period of not
less than 15 years. When we knew there
were lepers abroad who showed visible
signs of their condition, it was time for the
Legislature of the country to take action,
and the Government to be up and doin~g
in the most zealous way, to stamp out the
disease if possible. He had heard in the~
course of the last day or two, that an at-
tempt had been made on the part of the
authorities to discover whetter or not le-
prosy existed in Perth ; and he bad been
informed that troopers and mounted police
had been to the various vegetable gar-
dens with the idea that they might find a
leper. He (Mr. Vosper) had consulted
medical men on the 2oint, and they said
it required an expert to ascertain whether
leprosy did, or did not exist. However
laudable the attempts of the Government
might be, it would not be sufficient to have
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police inspection, but a person supposed
to be affected must be subjected to medical
examination. Mr. Smith said he brought
under the notice of the head of the medi-
cal department, Dr. Lovegrove, the fact
that there were 12 lepers walking the
streets of Perth, the disease being in
various stages. Some of the men, all
Asiatica, were engaged in various pur-
suits-market gardening, laundry work,
cooking, and even last summer were sell-
ing ice creams. Dr. Lovegrove admitted
the importance of the situation, and said
that he (Mr. Smith), with Mr. Teaguier,
the Chinese interpreter, ought to be en-
gaged to find these men aind see that they
were quarantined. The matter was re-
ferred to the Colonial Secretary, who
thought so much of it, and was so shocked
at the revelations, that he brought the
matter under the notice of the Cabinet, It
was then referred to the Crown law officers,
and Mr. Smith was told to interview
Mr. Sayer, the Secretary of the depart-
ment. He did so, and after frequent visits
was informed that the Legislature had not
provided any machinery by which these
unfortunate creatures could be arrested
and taken before a doctor for examination.
These lepers were said to exist in Perth,
and if this House passed the motion, the
.ice-cream vendor could be produced be-
fore the Select Committee or could be
brought to the bar of this House.

Tim PREMIER: If these cases were
genuine, why were they not reported to
thet proper authorities long ago?

MR. VOSPER: They were reported to
the Colonial Secretary, as Mr. Smith
stated in his sworn declaration; but it
appeared that the Government would not
take the risk of an action being brought
against them.

THn PREMIER: Yes; the Government
would. The matter had not been brought
before him.

MR. VOSPER: A case of leprosy was
detected some years ago -by the pro-
prietors of the Dusty Niws, who proved
up to the hilt that the man was a leper,
and he went to Singapore.

THE PREMIER: That was not quite the
fact.

MR. VOSPER: It was near the fact.
Tin PRnEIE: If the hon. member were

in real earnest, he would have reported
this came at once.

MR. VOSPER: said be wasj quoting
from the sworn. testimony of Mr. Smith.

TiE PREMER: Why did not Mr. Smith
report the case to the Colonial SecretaryI

MR. VOSPER: He did report it to the
Colonial Secretary.

TRE Panrnnn: But the Colonial Secre-
tary stated he knew nothing about it.

Ma. VOSPER proceeded to quote
father from the sworn testimony of Mr.
Smith, in the article, particularly with
reference to one miserable leper going to
hotels and getting long-beers to drown
lhiJ misery, and sad that was a nice thing
fki those who frequented hotels to con-
template.

THn PaRMIE: Was that leper a
coloured fl18fl

MR. VOSPEB: No. He was said to be
a European who had been in the colony
many years, and was selling ice creams
in the streets of Perth last year.

Tun PanmEa: The hon. member's de-
sire seemed to be to make it as sensational
az possible.

MIR. VOSPER said the remainder of thu
article showed how Mr. Smith was sent
about from pillar to post while endeavour-
ing to report the matter to the Govern-
ment; and the article concluded with
a, general declaration that the state-
inentE' therein made were true. He
(Mr. Vesper) bad taken the pre-
caution to get this sworn statement,
because it was impossible for him to
obtain exact information such as an
official inquiry might elicit. Re had
done his best to obtain information whch
was bona fidie, and had been careful in
doing so. RHaving now brought it before
the House, he asked for an inquiry. Only
this morning an. interpreter of Chinese,
Mx. Teaguer, a native of Ballarat and now
residing in Perth, had confirned to him
Mr. Smith's. statements, almost entirely
and unreservedly, a to the evasions of the
Immigration Restriction Act, though he
sau nothing about leprosy. He (Mr.
Vosper) also bad other statements to put
before the House. One of these was to
the effecC that two Chinese, without pass-
ports, landed in the colony from the ship
Karrakatta on Tuesday last; also that
two men could be produced who were
photographed for the purpose of obtaining
passports, but who were still in Perth,
and did not leave after obtaining the
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pas-sports, although the passports so
obtained had gone to China. It was
further alleged that two men arrived
by the steamer Sultan on the 1st Septemi-
ber, with fals passports, and G'oth these
Chinese were said to be now in Perth.
Further, that the applicant for fictitious
passports, under which some other ina
had been admitted, whose names were
given in a paper handed to him, wasFw
to be Ah Gong, who formierly traded in
Perth under the name of Wing Lee at'1

Company, in Murray-street, and who had
left the colony in December last for Sna
pore with 18 or 20 passports, and was en-
gaged there in selling passports obtained
in this colony. He. (Mr. Vosper) gave
these statements as he received them,
after havring first published them in his
capacity as a. journalist. There had been
the usual official denial. Official denials
were, in some countries, taken as confir-
mation. of the fac~t, though he did not say
that was so here. As to Mr, Smith's sworn
statment, that he had been infomed
by Mr. Sayer there was no law provided
for cases of leprosy, the present Colonial
Secretary was reported in the Morntny
H~e? aid to have stated it was true that
certain representations were, made to him
some weeks ago concerning alleged
leprosy in the city, but he did niot bring
the matter under the notice of the Cabinet
as stated.

Tnt Pmusa: Then that statement in
the sworn declaration was wrong, as the
bioa- mieber would see.

Ma. VOSPERI: Yes. Make the most
of it The Oriental interpreter (Mr.
Smith) appeared to have been mistaken
in his statement on that point. The
Colonial Secretary, in the interview as
reported in the Hkraid, said the parties
applying were referred to him by Dr.
Lovegrove, but they required £10 before
they would give information concerning
the lepers. The Colonial Secretary also
said no, money could be given for such a
purpopse, because the Government had
nat made provision in that direction.
The Premier had said, just now, that Dr.
Lovegrove knew nothing- aboui it; but the
Colonial Secretary, in this interview, said
the men were referred by him to Dr Love-
grove.

Tim Psasm9: He said he knew nothing
more than appeared in the papers.

MNI. ILux awoans: Oh! that was very
different,

MR. VOSPERt: Dr. Lovegrove was re-
ported to have said that he referred the
men to the Colonial Secretary. Mr. Smith
also went to Dr. Lovegrove, who referred
him to the Colonial Secretary, and he re-
ferred him. hack to Dr. Lovegrove ; the
pair of them referred himu to the Crown
Law Department, and the Crown Law De-
par-tnment referred him to the street. The
fact remained that lMr. Smith did go to
Government officials in the first instanice,
but found himself in a sort of circumlocu-
tion office, and eventually Mr. Smith came
to him (Mr. Vesper) with his story. Hiere
were certain statements he had placed
before the House, some being sworn to,
some not sworn, some confirmed by cor-
roborative, evidence, some not confirmed.
'These statements involved the health and
well-being of the population of the
colony; they also involved the effi-
ciency of the administration of the
Immigration Restriction, Act; and they
also involved the integrity of certain
highly placed officials, those who -had,
in the first instance, the right to issue
these pasports. Upon the whole case,
he submitted to the House the compara-
tively miodest request for a Select Corn-
mittee of inquiry to he appointed. No
mere white-washing machinery would do,
in this case. There should he an impar-
tial and independent tribunal, to inquire
fully axtd report, If the inquiry were
wranted, he would give every facility to
investigate the statements, mafde, and he
had also got the pledge of three of his
informers that they would, with the per-
mission of their employers, give evidence
before the Committee. If, on the other
hand, the House refused, to Pass this
motion, he would consider it his duty, as
a citizen and a journalist, to pursue thfis
inquiry on his own account; and, if he
did produce one leper, he would exhibit
him in the streets, of Perth, as &. monu-
mient of the incapacity of the Govern-
ient -

THEs PREMIER said he had no objection
to an inquiry, and would rather help it.

MRs. VOSPEIL: If that wtre so, he ex-
pected to see the motion paised, seeing
that the Premier had no objection to the
inquiry.

[ASSEMBLY.] and leprosy.
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MR. GEORGE formally seconded. the
motion.

Tim PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): It was somewhat tiresome to
have to listen for more than an hour and
a quatro an address on this very

sipemtter, seeing that the motion
only asked for a Select Committee of in-
quiry. It was not credible that anyone
in the, House desired to burk inquiry.
The more the subject was inquired into,
the better would the Government be
pleased. He hoped the mover would get
several bon. members to help him, and go
into the matter thoroughly. Select Com-
mittees were troublesome things, and, un-
leas the suibject of inquiry wvas very sen-
sational, it was sometimes difficult to get
a sufficient number of members to give
that attention to the matter which its imi-
portance, demanded. There seemed to be
a disposition on the part of the bon. memi-
ber, though his language was mnoderate,
to try to fasten onr the Government the
charge of having done something they
ought not to have done. That idea
seemed to run all through the bon. mieni-
her's speech-that the Government were
desirous of carrying out this Inunigra-
tion Restriction Act in a loose way, so as
to encourage rather than discourage un-
desirable immigration. He assured the
bon. member he was altogether in error in
that respect.

MR. VospnR said that was not the lpur-
purn of his speech.

THE PREMIER: When the Act came
into force, the systelm adopted, as was
the case with many other Acts, was not
as good as it was now. He (the Pre-
mier) was absent fromr the colony at the
time ; but, having introduced the Bill, and
token considerable interest in its provi-
sions, he, when he returned to the colony,
found that the officers appointed to carry
out the Act were issuing permits to
leave the colony and return to it. He
would not say the procedure which then
obtained was not in accordance with the
Act; but it was not in accordance
with what he understood to, be the inten-
tion of the Act. As soon as he looked
into it, he issued instructions to all
magistrates and others appointed under
the Act, including the heads of the police
department, that on no account were
they to issue any more permits, and that

the only person authorised to -issue pzr-
mits to return to the colony under this
Act was the Colonial Secretary. NO
doubt the Act had been evaded in the
pat-that is, a permit having been
issued to a Chinaman might be sent away,
while the man himself might remain in
the, colony; but to provide against that
for the future, instructions were issued
that the permit should stipulate that the
Chinamana should leave the colony by a
certain port and return to the colony by
the samne port; that he should provide
two photographs, one to be kept in the
offices of the police, and the other to be
be given to the man, and that it should
not be given to him until he was either
on board the ship, or until the officer of
police was satisfied that he had a ticket
to Singapore. If he remembered
rightly it was not given to the Chinasnan
until he was seen 'to be on board ship
with his ticket, and he had to return
within a limited time-some 12 months

-to the very samce port, and produce
the passport with the photograph, whichi
the police officer was instructed to cor-
pare with the duplicate, and, having been
satisfied, to re-admit the man. This
gave a good deal of trouble to the autbo-
ritieg, consequentty a regulation had
been passed that applicants for these per-
mnite must pay a fee of £2. Up to the
timie that these new regulations were
made, about twelve permits had been
issued by Mr. Wittenooma, when he was
acting Colonial Secretary. He (the Pre-
mrier) could not state the exact numbers,
having omitted to bring with him the
memorandum with which he had been
supplied. He (the Premier) and Mr.
Ranadell, when he became Colonial Sec-
retary, had since issued fifty-seven, and
there were twenrty-seven others issued.
before, this new rule was made, by magis-
trates and the police throughout the
colony.

AIR. VosnaR: Probably the last-men-
tioned were those which had been fraudu-
lently used.

THE PREM[ER: It was, quite possible.
though not probable, that some of the
twenty-seven, and also the twelve, had
been issued to people who had never left
the colony, but had sent the permits to
their friends; but that could not easily
be done at the present time. Since the
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Act came -into force, altogether ninety-six
permits had been issued, of which num-
ber sixty-nine were issued by the Colo-
nial Secretary's office, and twenty-seva
by magistrates and others, until the pro-
cedure, was perfected. Fifteen applica-
tions had been refused. Inquiries had
byeen made as to whether the Chinamnan
applicant was a respectable character.
He (the Premier) had instituted that
system, although he had his doubts about
its wisdom. Probably the worse a man
was, the more reason why he should be
given a permit to leave the country, so
IlL to get rid of him.

MR. ILLPNoWORTU: The proper plan
would be to give him a permit to leave
containing a proviso that he should not
return.

Tub PREMIERI: The man would not
go away without a permit to come back.
For these reasons he could not see the
wisdom of not giving a permit to anyone
who applied for it. However, under the
present system, care was taken that no
permits were issued except to respectable
people; and the police made full inquiries
on that point.

MR. GEORGE: Were the magistrates
to whom the Premier referred appointed
by the Governor?

THE PREMIER: The magistrates and
police were appointed under section 1.5
for the carrying out the provisions of
the Act; namely, to look after undesirable
immigrants, to ask the necessary que6.
tions, and to safeguard undesirable im-
migration.

MAR. Gionos: They must have been
appointed very quickly.

Tiis PREMIER: Did the bon. mem-
ber object to the Act being administered?
Of course the Government appointed
them at once. As soon as the Act was
assented to, those officers were appointed
to administer it, and a good many China-
men who bad arrived in the country, con-
trary to its provisions, had been sent
away. So far as he (the Premier) was
aware, the Act at the present time was
carefully administered. If it was not,
he would be glad to be informed of any
defects in the administration, so that he
could insist on its being carried out.
The Select Committee, when appointed,
could get from the Colonial Secretary',.
offices the names of every Asiatic alien

to whom a permit had been issued, to
gether with his occupation and all othe.
information required. Great care har
been exercised by the department, and
though there might be cases where per
wits had been fraudulently transferr&
to other persons-where the same maz
had not returned-still, he was not afri
that anyone would be able to devisef
much. better plan than that adopted b3
the Government at the present time
Everything possible was being done tc
carry out the Act faithfully and loyally
He believed that would be the verdict ol
the Select Commnittee ; and, if not, ii
would not be the, fault of the Govern
ment, for the instructions had been ver
explicit. In regard to the unsigned per
wits supposed to have been issued b3
Air. Wittenoom-

MR. Vospn: Signed in blank.
THE PREMIER: The thing was to(

preposterous to give credence to for
moment. He (the Premier) had no wore
knowledge than the hon. member had a
what Mr. Wittenoom would do; but lu
had enquired at the office to-day, and the
department pooh-poohed the idea, thai
such a thing was possible. The permitE
were not prepared by the Minister, bul
by the Under-Secretary, and submitted
for signature. It was not likely, in view~
of the care the Government had alway
taken to enquire into the characters ol
applicants through the police, that thE
Minister would sign even twelve permnits
in blank, and without carrying out thE
provisions of the Act. The thing was st
absurd that if this were the only mattex
for enquiry, he would not consent to the
Select Committee. It was a gross insuli
to a gentleman of Mr. Wittenoom's chn,
racter to insinuate for a moment that he
would act so foolishly or so culpably 9A

to scatter permits broadcast about the
world. Would the hon. gentleman be
likely to carry out an Act of Parliament
in that way? It was not credible. In
regard to the alleged cases of leprosy, he
could only say that if anyone knew of
such a case in the colony it was his
bounden duty to divulge it. It was not
his duty to go about the public offices
and try to make a bargain for so much
money if he showed where the person
was, Hi8 duty was clear-to report it to
the health board and have the matter
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investigated. Why could he not say
where the afflicted man was?

i. VosnaR: According to their state-
ments these people wanted to be paid for
investigating the Immigration Restric-
tion eases-not. in respect of the ease of
leprosy.

Itm PREMIER: Dr. Lovegrove told
him they wanted to he paid. Well, he
(the Premier) would pay them. He did
not mind the few shillings; but people
ought to be only too glad, if they knew
where any disease of this sort existed, to
inform the authorities. Though it did
not look well, he would pay for the in-
formation if th~e sick person, could be
found. As to there being no power to
arrest a leper, there would not be much
difficulty about that. No doubt there
was power to do so under the Health
Act, and if there was not, be would arrest
him without any Act. Such persons had
been arrested before. He knew of a
case the other day of a suspected leper
coming from another colony-a. respect-
able citizen-and on reports being re-
ceived by the police, the man was fol-
lowed to the goldfields where he had a
place of business, and ultimately left the
colony, so that there was an end of the
matter so far as this Government was
concerned. It was a sad case; but no
question arose as to the power of the.
Government to deal withi it; and, had
the necessity arisen, the Executive would
have taken the responsibility, whatever
it was. It was not credible that anyone
could recover damages against the Gov-
ernment, or any other public body, for
dealing with a case of leprosy.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: if 'he did we would
gladly pay it.

MR. VosPRn: If the man turned out
not to be a leper it would be a. different
matter.

Tim PREMIER: It was to be hoped
the hon. member would look into this
matter closely, ad that he would carry
out the task he had undertaken.

Mia. VosnPa said he would.
Trm PREMIER: The bon. member

should not go back too much into the
past. Let him deal with the present-
sincee the time these regulations were
issued, about April last. It was useless
to rake up whet had been done years
ago.

Mit_ Gsonou: It was as well to knew
it.

Tim PREMIER: Yes, but let us see
whether wve were doing wrongr now. If the
hon. member could shew there was some-
thing wrong, or something which could
be done better, no one would be more
anxious than he (the Premier) to follow
out any suggestions made. He had no
objection to the Committee, and to-mor-
row would take steps to see whether-the
leper or lepers, if they existed, could be
traced, even if there were 50 of them ; but
he did not want to advertise the colony
as a place of lepers. It seemed as if that
were the tendency of the hon, member
(Mr. Vesper) in his sensational articles
in his newspaper-as if he wanted to
show that the people were not only in a
very bad way as the result of a depression
in trade, but also that there were
lepers about. The hon. member talked
a good deal about the public mind.
Much more good could be done by edu-
cating the public mind to self-reliance
and faith in the country than biy writing
sensational articles which really did a
great deal of damage, not only to the
people of the colony generally, but to the
hon. member himself, although he had
not sufficient foresight to perceive it. He
(the Premier) supported the proposal for
a. Select Committee.

Question put and passed.
A ballot having been taken, the fol-

lowing members, in addition to the mover
(Mr. Vosper), were elected : -Mr. Kenny,
Mr. Locke, Mr. Lyall Hall, and Mr.
Solomon.

Ordered, that the Committee have
powver to send for persons and papers;
and to report on the 5th October.

MNOTION: PUBLIC BATTERIES AND
POLICY OF EXTENSION.

Ma. DOHERTY (North Fremantle)
moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, At is de-
sirable that tbs Government should extend the
present public battery qvstem, in order to E
tamn our working population on our goldfields.

Action has been taken by the Govern-
ment in the past in regard to the battery
system, and as it has proved a success, I
think it would he vex-v wise to extend the
system at the --resnt, time. If the Gov-
ernment were to put, say, £Z60,000-_

Immigration Evasions. PiAlic Batieries. 1869



1870 Public Batteries: [ASSEMBLY.] Policy of Rziension.

MRa. GEORGE: Where is the money to
coma from?

At. DOHERTY: The Premier told us
the other night that he had a, million and
a half to spend, and £60,000 from that
sunt would be very small. It would do a
great deal of good in this way, for at the
present time there is a good deal of unrest
on the part of working miners, "'ho do not
see before them the chance of empioy-
Iner: here. If public batteries were
erected on certain portions of the gold-
fie'ds, these men would be content to
give their labour and try to develop the
mines there, if, when they had raised the
stone, they could obtain crushing power.
It is not for me to say where the bat-
teries should be erected, or whether in
the wisdom of the Government, large
batteries should be erected, say, on the
Swan River for instance A large bat-
tery should be erected on the Swan. of 100
stamps, and the ore could be run down
by railway at a nominal rate from the
fields and crushed st a place wvhere there
is plenty of water, and in this way the
crushing could be done cheaply.

MAI. iLLINOWOETH: Send it down to the
Collie.

MR. DOHERTY: That is a matter to
be decided, I am simply laying tbe
principle before the House. Anyone wvho
travels along the Coolgardie and Perth
line will know that there are a lot of
empty trucks being returned from the
fields, and it costs a lot of money to
bring the empty trucks down here. If
the Government could see their wvay to
load these trucks with stone and carry
it at a nominal figure, and run it say to
the Collie, as the hon. member for Central
Murchison suggests, cheaply, where water
is plentiful, perhaps the system could be
better worked at the Collie than in any
other part of the colony and good would be
done I am prepared to take any sug-
gestion from members. I san simply
bringing forward this matter in the in-
terests of the working people-miiners
who, are legitimatey working their Droper-
tie,,, and who are willing to develop 1 heir
mines. These men should have' some
hope of assistance. T leave the matter in
the hands of the goldfields members who
have a better knowledge of the subject
than I have. I have been urged to bring
tha. motion forward, and if this House is

I interested and pronounces emphatical 3
Iin favour of it, the Government cannot
Iresist the wishes of the House. If then
Iis anything we want at the present tire
Iit is to retain the population we have
now, and if there is any population whici
we should retain it is the legitimat(
working miner. Members of this Hous(
must remember that when Victoria 'yen]
down to low ebb, the Government then
took up the butter industry, which di If
lot to help the country along, and th(
Government assisted that industry v zti
bonuses and aid in other ways. I d'- no,
think there is much chance of our doin,
anythirig in the butter trade Le>. -: "l
we have a country capable of being deve
loped in a very large way and in a verj
remiunerative way. To-day I received a tale
gram from four working miners at Mount
Lectacra who have been there for the lasi
twelve months. They have taken oul
300 tons of stone and had to cart itE
miles to a battery to be, crushed. The
result was that they got 319 ounces fronf
300 tons of stone. If the House sees iti
way to grant say £50,000 or Lf0,00(
more than has already been voted for the
erection of public batteries, T think i
would meet with the approval of tl n
country. The people we have to consider
now are the legitimate working men. I
leave this matter now in the hands oll
thb members who represent the gold
fields.

MR,. Gnonofn: That is a bargain for
the tick vote.

Ma. DOHERTY: The bon. member
is imputing motives. I have suffereda
good deal at the hands of this bon. mern.
her, and I think it is time his conduct
was corrected.

Ma. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
I hardly like to take up the time of the
House on this matter, because I have
spoken several times in regard to the
benefits which will be derived not only by
the mining industry, but by the whoke
colony if the'Government goer furi.,:
with this system of public batteries. I
should have liked to have heard a t
remarks from the Premier as to whether
it is possible to find more than the
Z40.000 that is on the Reappropriation
Bill. We are aware that most of that
money has been expended, or will shortly
be exp~ended, and I feel assured that the
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siystem would be a good one and an
immense benefit to the co untry. The cry
is going about the country that the
earnings of the small gold mines are going
Out Of the country. With the erection
of public batteries we shal be able to re-
tain the wealth in this country, and that
is what we earnestly desire. I mentioned
Nihen speaking on) the lteappropriat+r.
Bill the great difference made in the
various townships in my constituency,
through the Government erecting bat-
te~ries at certain places, and I am positive
if the Government will go on with this
system of placing batteries in districts
where there is sufficient. development,
and where there is plenty of atone to be
crushed, and not where crushing plants
already exist, grood will, be done. I
do not think it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to erect batteries in opposition to
private enterprise, but the Government
might encourage private enterprise by
giving bonuses for the erection of pri-
vate batteries. Where that cannot be
done, I think the Government could well
com-, in and assist us. I certainly have no
reason to complain, but still batteries are
desired at Niagara and Malcolm. Where
it can be shown there are a, great number
of leaseholders, and there are no facili-
tics for crushing, it would be well for the
Governmeit to oome in and subsidise
some company or to erect batteries. I
am pleased the motion has been broughbt
forward, because it will elicit some state-
ment from the Premier to the effect that,
for the next twelve months, the matter
-will not be allowed to rest, but that a sum
of money will be placed on the Estimates
to meet requirements in this direction,

MR. GEORGE (Murray):- I do not rise
for the purpose of opposing the motion,
but I wish to refer to the statement of the
Premier that he has a million and a
ball of money at comnmand. That was
glorious news, after the blank black lec-
ture of the Premier a little while ago-
about the emptinesa of the State c-hest.
It was such glorious news that it fairly
staggered me, and for the time being
caused me perhaps to forget the decorum
that should grace this Assembly. I
doubt whether the Premier is able to tell
us we have this sum absolutely at com-
mend, unhypothecated, and free to be
dealt with in any way desired. If the

Premier can tell us that, he will have
nothing to look glum about. But we are
told that the Premier cannot even gv
a school for children in the bush, and
that he cannot give £ 10 to arrest a leper,
but that he must cut down the salaries
of people whom be has deluded into the
idea that they had permanent employ-
ment. If he had a million and a6 half at
command, we should find him beaming
asi he did two or three years ago. I re
gret I said this motion was moved in
consequence of a bargain made with the
hon. member (Mr. Doherty) on the tick
questionD, but I have heard there was
some such bargain made. No doubt that
is a base calumny, but still such remarks
go about. When a gentleman sneers
about want of education, in a way which
no gentleman out of Western Australia
would sneer, I may be allowed to say that
he is a descendant of the old kings of Ire-
land, whose subjects were, pigs, while I
am a low-bred mechanic. What I wish
to contend is, that unless some of the
public batteries already erected hare
heen proved to do, the work intended, we
ought not to increase the -vote. No doubt
the idea of public batteries undertaking
crushing for private individuals has, been
the means of keeping a number of per.
sons in the colony. I know of one par-
ticular case in which a battery could not
ha worked by the company, and the men
had to be paid off, but the manager al-
lowed those men to understand he would
be prepared to crush for them, and the
result was most satisfactory.

Mn. GRxoony: They crushed 1,000 tons
for £4,000 worth.

MR. GEORGE: And, therefore, I am
prepared to support public batteries; but
it would be as well to teat the 10 before
we commit the colony to further expendi-
ture. Every penny of the money we can
raise is. neceasary in order to avoid a de-
ficit next year. We must have schools
throughout the colony, because the great-
est sin we can ommit is to deprive
our children of education. I know in-
stances not many miles from Perth where
schools cannot be had for twenty, thirty,
or one hundred children because of want
of funds.

Tan T=Hron oF Punauc WORKS
That is not true.

Public Batteries .
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MR. GEORGE: It is true, and I will
give you the names. There is a report
from Mr. Cyril Jackson, who says there
are no funds to build a school. There
is a timber station where there are 120
children, and the department will uot
build a school, but expects the timber
people to build it.

THE DIRECTOR OF PunuLC WORKS:
It is a new departure.

MR. GEORGE: What right had the
Director of Public. Works to give me the
lief I will thank the Director of Pub-
lic of Works to rise and apologie, if he
is a man. He mnade a remark earlier in
the session, to the effect that a statement
of mine was untrue. That statement was
proved to be true, and yet he did not
apologise. Let him apologise now.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
I will not do it.

MR. GEORGE: No, because you are
not a man; and that is straight for you,
anyhow.

THE SPEAKERn: The hen. member is
quite out of order in making remarks like
that.

Mn. GEORGE: I bow to your decision,
Mr. Speaker, but it is not pleasant to be
told that a statement, the truth of which
I can prove, is a lie.

The PREaxa: It is not so serious as
that. It is a misapprehension.

MR. GEORGE: No, it is not. I think
I have, said all I can say on this question.
The hon. member who introducied the
motion might, after discussion, withdraw
it in view of the present state of the
finances. Next session, when the 10 bat-
teries have been found to be workin g pro-
perly, I will give him as much support
as he requires, and more than he de-
serves.

Tun PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): I also Fam inclined to ask the
hon. member not to press the motion,
because it is impossible for the Govern-
ment to spend unappropriated money
unless the circumstances are very urgent.
We have as much as we can do with the
batteries already in hand. This is a
new departure, and I believe it will prove
a successful one; but it all depends on
the economy with which we manage the
batteries. If we can manage them econo-
mically, so that they will not be a burden
on the State, we may be able to extend

the system a good deal. No doubt these
batteries will supply a great want in
many places oui the goldfields. I first
thought 6f allowing the motion to go, but
I do not think the Government will be
able to do much more than they have
at present undertaken.

MR. DoKwRy: Then arrange to do
something more next year.

T" PREMIER: W6 will if we can, but
it is no use promising more than we can
perform. If the system is a success this
year, no doubt the Government will ex-
tend it as soon as they possibly can.

Mn. LEAKE (Albany): I trust the
House will not Pass this motion. I would
remind bon. members that last year we
put on the Estimates a sum of £30,000
for public batteries. It was then said
that that vote was by way of testing the
question, and it was not without some
difficulty the vote was passed. There was
a good deal of argument, but ultimately
the vote was passed, the desire being
that public batteries should be erected
in one or two places on the goldfields.
This year, however, it is proposed to re-
appropriate £40,000 for public batteries,
and that sum added to the £30,000-

THx Pnnzmu: We have not spent
£30,000, but only about 15,000.

Ma. LEAXE: At any rate £940,000 is
reappropria ted for the purpose of public
batteries, and the hon. member who sub-
mitted the motion suggests there ought
to be £,60,000 more. That only shows
how easy it is for small things to de-
velop into great things.- Here we harve
a modest demand for £30,000 develop-
ing into three times the amount. The
matter is only upon trial. Let us wait
until we have seen the result. As I
understand the motion is not likely to
meet with very much support, there ;s
nio need for me to continue my argu.
ment.

MINI. DOHERTY: With the leave of the
.House, I beg to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

'MOTION : OOOLGARDE WATII
SCHEME, PREFERENCE TO BRITISH
TENDERS.

Ma. DOHERTY (North Fremantle)
mnoved :

That, in the opinion of this House, it is not
to the best interests of this colony that material

[ASSEMBLY.) Coolgardie Water Scheme.
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for construction of water pipes for Coolgardie
water scheme should be imported from foreign
countries: that preference should be given to
British manufacturers.

In bringing forward this1 motion I hope
to influence the House, and by influenc-
ing the House to bring pressure to bear
upon the Government, to see that no
material is imported for the manufacture
of these pipes from Germany or Bel-
gium. Those countries, as far as I know,
have never done anything to develop this
land, and, if they do try us, they send
here cheap wares and try to cut out Eiig-
lish manufacturers. If we have any ties,
they are ties with the mother country,
from which we all sprang, and it is the
mother country which sends us money to
develop our own colony. When we want
money for the development of Western
Australia, the people of the old country
are always ready and willing to subscribe.
Anyone who has read "Made in Germany,"
a book written by Williams, will see that
if we do not protect ourselves, we shall
certainly have great competition with
Germany, which is our natural enemy.
Germany has no sympathy with us, where-
as England has every sympathy with us.
England is a small country, but a good
one, and it is from her we may expect our
prosperity, together with our own in-
dustry and economy. I am sorry so much
time of the House has been taken up with
these abstract motions, and for this reason
I will make nay remarks very brief. If
contracts are made I hope contractors will
he bound to import their material from
England, and when I say England, I mean
England and Scotland.

A MEMBER: What about Ireland?
MR.. GEORGE: They do not make iron

in Ireland.
MR. DOHERTY: What good there was

in Ireland is out of it now, being in Wes-
tern Australia. This is the fourth time
the member for the Murray has attacked
Me.

TAR. GEORGE: I was not speaking to
you

Mn. DOHERTY: Let me explain.
The hon. member is always witty, but onD
thin. occasion he has been so witty that
he has reproduced his remark 'four
times. He said something about the old
kings of Ireland and pigs. In my occul-
pation I meet pigs, but I have never met

one that has less manners than the men-
l'tr for the Murray.

Ma. GEORGE: We did not pay for
manners at my school, and yours yu
never learnt.

MR. DOHERTY: I sympathiffe with
your want of manners. In conclusion, I
say I hope the ,House will endorse xcy
very few remarks, and that, if so, the
Government will see the object in vie v is
carried out.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die): I formally second the motion, and
I must congratulate the House upon the
tone of the debate. Members have been
speaking of one another as pigs and hogs,
and we are rapidly getting into a state
that would do credit to a small t&-wu
council. I am sure that if we go much
further, proceedings in Parliament w:'l
be equal to a variety entertainment; and,
t3) bring things to a climaix, we shall only
want the Director of Public Works to g'-t
on the table and give us a song Or A
dance, and I suggest him because l Tis
liveliness and agility. I formally second
this motion for the purpose of suggesting
that the motion should be withdrawn, so
that when the itiotion by the mnember for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holnmes) is brought
forward, this motion may then be moved
as an amendment. The motion I refer to
is: 'That, in the opinion of this House,
no tender for the supply of pipes for the
Coolgardie water scheme should be ac-
cepted without the approval of the
House." We shall savetime if we bracket
these two questions together.

MR. DOHERTY: I am prepared to
accept the suggestion, and will withdraw
the motion by leave of the Rouse.

[Motion not withldrawn, MR. GTEORGE

Ma. GEi"ORGE (Murray) : I think the
Reuse should give a direct negative to
this motion. I do not attemnpt to attack
such small fry as the member for North
Fremantle, but I wish to deal with this
motion, and I hope the House will, as I
say, give it a direct negative. It is not r.
question of patriotism. As far as the old
country is concerned, which is the land
of my birth, I yield to no man, hut I wish
to point out how the. adoption of the
motion would affect the question of trade.
It has never been stated in the advertise-
inents calling for tenders that the plates
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to:- these pipes must be made in England.
The Director of Public Works may know,
but I do not, and I suppose other mem-
bers are in the same position, whether
the manufacturers of these pipes in-
tend to get the plates from England,
America, Germany, Russia, or any other
country, but we know that they cannot
get them from Ireland, because I believe
there are no iron or steel works there.
If the House were to pass this motion,
and it were to be acted upon, the tenderer
would only have to say, "Our tender was
based upon prices obtaining in Germany,
where we can buy plates at such and such
a price, but if we buy them in England
they will cost so much more." If we are
to insist on this motion the Government
must necessarily pay the extra price.
There are not many manufacturers of
steel who can manufacture plates B0ft.
long by 41t. wide, or 2Sft. by 4ft. Oin.;
and I say 4ff. 6in, because, aS it mRst lie
rolled to get a true plate, there is a lot
of waste. I think the number who could
manufacture such plates could be
counted on the fingers of one hand. There
are not above two firms in Great Britain
who could make them. It is perfectly
well-known to those connected with the
iron trade-and I hope I may be forgiven
for referring to the industry in which I
arn interested-that the iron and steel
manufacturers, in Great Britain have not
had so good a time as now since 1872,
when there was a, boom in the iron and
steel business. In 1872 common bar iron
jumped from about £6 a ton to £16,
£18, and £20 in less than six months,
and sheets from £7 to £,32 a ton. The
present condition of the iron and steel
trade in Great Britain is, I repeat, far
more healthy and prosperous than at
any time since the period I am speak-
ing of. Steel produced now for about
£ 4 or £5 a ton could not be produced
then under £26 or £28. There are, as I
say, not above two firms in Great Britain
who could manufacture these plates, and
the House cnnot tell the condition of
these firms, but we may judge that any
firm must be in a yenv larzre way of butqi-
nerqs indeed that could calmly look upon
the manufacture of 70.000 tons. If the
Hnu-e should pass this motion it simply
means that the manufacturers of these
pipes can say-I do not say, they will,

but they may do so--"Before we can go
into this matter we must communicate
with the British manufacturer." if
this motion is passed they will know it be-
fore we are out of bed to-morrow morn-
ing They will know we must have
British plates, and their prices will he
regulated accordingly, the ot of tlit
Coolgardie water scheme thus being
raised.

A MEMBER: Why not withdraw the
motionI

MR. GEORGE: If we seek for tenders,
we cannot interfere with the ordinary com-

Imercial conditions.
THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.

Forrest): Unless there is something very
serious to justify it, I think members who
introduce motions and desire to withdraw
them should, as a rule, be allowed to do
so. The member who introduced the one
now before the House had a good reason
for wishing to withdraw it, this being that
it would come better after the debate on
the motion standing as No. 2 in the
Orders of the Day, relating to the supply
of pipes. I may inform the House that
I have done my best already in the direc-
tion advocated by this motion. In deal
ing with the tenders for these pipes, I
made it a condition that the plates should
be purchased in Great Britain; but the
objec~tions the member for the Murray has
now pointed out were used in regard to
the matter. I still hope that some hing
may yet be done in the direction desired
Of course the giving of a monopoly may1
result in a higher price, but still I must
say I am entirely in sympathy with the
motion. I believe it is to our interest to
foster and encourage trade with the
mother country. We are under a great
obligation to her. We borrow money
from her, and we are dependent upon her
for our existence as a people in regard
to defence; in fact, we are part and parcel
of the great British nation, I am glad to
say, and therefore, if we can do a good
turn in any way to that great land, to

*which we are all so proud to belong, we
should do so. It is our bounden duty to
lose no opportunity, not only to strengthen

*the bonds of friendship and unity between
this colony and the old country, lbut to
do everything we can to give her any
material advantage. I have tried m'y
very best in the direction moved by the
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hon. member. I have not altogether suc-
ceeded ; but the negotiations have not
quite terminated yet, and I hope that
something may yet be done towards in-
ducing the contractors to purchase ma-
terial from manufacturers in Great Bri-
tain. However, I am quite willing to
agree with the hon. member that he
might withdraw his motion for the pre-
sent. In fact I do not think it is neces-
sary at all ; because all that can possibly
be done has been done, and will be done,
in the direction he desires. At the same
time we cannot go to extremes in re-
gard to it. I can assure him that my best
endeavours, and all my wishes, are in the
direction indicated by his motion.

TnE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(HoN. F. H. Pissa): While disagreeing
with the member for the Murray (Mr.
George) in regard to negativing this mo-
tion, I think the question with regard to
iron and steel is one which should be
decided now. I think the hon. member
should withdraw his motion uncondition-
ally, seeing that the assurance which has
already been given him by the Premier,
that the Government are considering the
question and that negotiations are still
proceeding, is all that he really requires.
To tack this on to the other questions on
the Notice Paper, with regard to the Cool-
gardie water scheme, means adding fuel
or supplying additional points for further
debate; because we have quite enough to
discuss on that motion, without bringing
up this question with regard to where the
steel plates are to, be purchased. I agree
with the member for the Murray that if
this House stipulates that the purchase
shall be made in England, it will be giv-
ing a premium to the British manufac-
turer; and, while I recognise that as a
matter of sentiment we have every regard
for the manufacturers of Great Britain,
and do our best to help them, still I think
a motion of this kind would not be helpful
to the scheme. I certainly agree with the
Premier that everything should be done
to induce contractors to purchase their
plates in England; but, as has already
been pointed out, we should not affirm
the motion, because it will possibly in-
crease the price.

Mnt. C~nonoE: You cannot make it im-
perative.

HONv. H. W. YENN (Wellington): There
is nothing imperative about the motion,
as bon. members will see; and there is
nothing mandatory about it. The House
has simply to affirm the principle. It
would go no, further than the Premier has%
stated. The Government would do all
they could, and, other things being equal,
they will give preference to the British
manufacturer; and we will certainly ap-
plaud that sentiment. There is no reason
wvhy we should not passthe motion, which,
although the member for the Murray de
sires it thrown out, is a, very simple one,
and casts no obligation on the Govern-
ment beyond expressing the general
opinion of the House.

Question put and passed.

MOTION; AURIFEROUS DEPOSITS AND
TESTS BY BORING.

MRs. GREGORY (North Coolgardie)
moved:

That the best interests of the mining in-
dustry of West Australia would be served by
the Government purchasing a number of hand-
boring drills, for the purpose of testing
auriferous country for alluvial deposits; such
bores to be loaned by the Golinment for
this purpose under conditions made by the

inbister of Mines.
Uo said: It having comie lately under
my notice that the Public Works Depart-
ment have a- number of hand-borig
drills in their possession, which they are
lending out on certain conditions to some
of the farmers, and also to prospectors,
I thought I would bring forward a motion
asking the Government to spend a small
amount of money in the purchase of somes
additional drills for the purpose of pro-
specting the alluvial districts of the
colony. I know that I am treading
on dangerous round in asking this House
to approve of a motion which may necessi-
tate the expenditure of a certain sum of
money, even if it be a small amount;
still, when we consider the great amount
of good which may result from the ex-
penditure of even so small a sum as one
thousands pounds, I hope the Government
Will approve of the suggestion, and con-
sent to the purchase of a few of these
drills. As stated, the Public Works De-
partment have five of them already ; they
cost about £125 each, and are capable of
boring through alluvial country to, a depth
of 200 feet. If the Government would
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purchase, say, eight or nine more at at
cost of £1,000, there would be 12 or 13
drills which could be leased or lent out
to prospecotors under somewhat similar
conditions to those on which the Public
Works Departmenit aire already lending
them. That is, the department demandsI
a deposit of £50 as security for the return
of the drill in good order and condition.
whenever the borro-wer is called upon to
do so, and there is also a man placed in
charge by the department who is fully
competent to look after the property. A
dozen of these drills prospecting through
this auriferous country would help us.
considerably in determining which ground

shudbe available for the leaseholder,
aind which should be retained by the
Department of Mines for alluvial work-
ings The Gold Ni~nes, Act, when
amended, will probably provide that ro
ground likely to develop alluvial will be
granted as a leasehold. The possesiloni
of these drills, and the prospecting don e
by them, would rreatly assist the Mini-
ster of Mines in deciding which ground
shall be granted as leasehold. A still
greater advantage would accrue if, for in-
stance, another Kanowna, were dis-
covered; for the small expenditure of
£1,000 would then be .fully repaid.
In many cases where surface al-
luvial gold haa been discovered,
great efforts have been made to
try to develop the lead. At Goongair-
rie. at Menzies and other iplaces, locail
syndicates have been formed, and have
spent a good deal of money for this par-
pose ; but the difficulty of sinking shafts
is so great, that, in almost every instance,
those efforts have been abandoned,. T
do not intend to take uip the time of the
House longer; but I wlls to impress
upon the Government the great advant-
age that would result if a, few of these
drills were purchased and lent to suitalel
persons under conditions to be laid down
by the Minister of Mines, so that we niay
be assured that the drills would be kept
in active work, and prospecting with themn
duly carried on. As I say, it would only
need one discovery to make the project
reImunerative :and if we had a dozen
drills out on our groLdfields. scattered
through the auriferous belt, it is impos-
sible to say how many discoveries would
result. I know there are people who are

prepared to do the prospecting if they can
only get the drills: ad if we could only
find one other alluvial field, the Govern-
ment aind the country would be amply
reconmpensed. Seing that the expendi-
ture involved would be so small, I hope
the Governmnent will favourably consider
th2 motion.

Mu. VOSPER drew attention to the state
of the House.

THE SPEAKER, after the bells had beern
rung aind the usual interval had elapsed,
fieding there was not a., quorum of memt-
bers. present, adjourned the sitting.

ADJOURNMENT
The House was thus, adjourned at 9.55

p.m. until the next day.

Tli ursday, 2!6ml Septemiber, 1898.

Motion: Supreme Court. Additional Judge--
Resapproprisation of Loan Moneys Bill, in
Committee, further considered end reported
(Divisions) - Paver presented - CriminAl
Appeal Bill. in Committee, reported-
Jury Bill, 'Assembly's Amendments on
the Council's Amendments, considered in
Committee-Health Bill, second reading
-Ad journment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.:30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

MOT~ION: SUPREME COURT, ADDI-
TIONAL~ JUDGE.

by-N. H. G. PARSONS moved:
That, in view of the extreme pressure of

business now before the Supreme Co zit, this
House is of opinion that tbe provisions of the
Circuit Courts Act, passed lest session, should
now be enforced by the immediate appoint-
snent of a Commissioner or Judge.


